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Dear Salem Family and Friends: 

 

40 Days of Growth is the theme for our 2020 Lenten season, and it is our prayer that you 

will join with the members of your Salem family as we take the 40 days of Lent to grow 

in our faith, Upward, Inward and Outward. 

 

As we have practiced in the past, we are asking all our membership to join us in a 

corporate fast that you will observe throughout the 40 days of Lent, from February 26th   

through April 12th. You are free to choose the type of fast that is best for you including 

fasting from certain foods and from certain activities.   

 

We are asking and expecting every member to commit to and set aside a special financial 

sacrifice to bring on Easter Sunday to one of the three worship services. 

 

Other highlights of our 2020 Lenten observance include: 

 

• Bible Study classes each Wednesday at 12:00 noon and each Wednesday 

night at 7:00 at both campuses beginning March 4th 

• Weekday devotional readings that deal with some aspect of growth and 

overcoming, including space for you to record a weekly prayer journal   

• A special community outreach during Holy Week when you can join with 

other members of the SBC family as we reach out to our brothers and 

sisters in shelters, prisons, nursing homes and other locations with the 

gospel message 

• A Community Outreach for Salem members to volunteer to serve those in 

need from our community on, Saturday, April 4th from 9:00 a.m. until 

12:00 noon at both campuses 

• Easter Sunday Services on Sunday, April 12th including the 6:00 a.m. 

Sunrise Service followed by Easter Sunday worship at 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 

a.m. at both campuses 

 

Please note that this devotional guide will be updated and posted weekly on Salem’s 

website (www.salembiblechurch.org) for you to retrieve at your convenience.  

 

We pray that you will participate fully in all the Lenten events and activities and that you 

will experience the joy of growing and overcoming as God blesses you. 

 

 

Dr. Joseph L. Williams, Senior Pastor 

 

Reverend Jasper W. Williams, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 

 

http://www.salembiblechurch.org/
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Week Six: Day 29 - Monday, March 30, 2020 

Fake News 

Scripture: 
  Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from 

you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your 

hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

(James 4:7-8) 

 

Devotional Reading 
 

Have you ever watched a cable news report and thought to 

yourself: “That cannot be true”? have you listened to the latest 

press conferences coming from the press room and concluded: 

Fake News? Or how about those late night and early morning 

television ads that feature a hype man who pushes a wonder drug 

that will cure your every disease, but also come with a list of side 

effects that will potentially cause even more harm to you? 

 

Fake news, however you describe or define it, should cause you to 

think about the choices you have. You can choose to believe the 

hype, or you can choose to believe the truth. When faced with a 

decision, always listen for the Holy Spirit to speak to you warning, 

“You might want to rethink that move. I know how this might 

turnout. Stop” 

 

The devil always comes with fake news. But when you submit to 

God and resist the devil; the promise is that the devil will leave 

you alone. As you draw close to God, God draws close to you.  

 

Don’t be captivated or misled by fake news. That’s all the devil 

has to offer. Try God and your hands and heart will be cleansed 

and the one mind you will embody will be the mind of God. 

 

Shalom! 
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Week Six: Day 30 - Tuesday, March 31, 2020 

Forgiving What You Cannot Forget 

Scripture: 

Then, indeed, you could lift your face without moral defect, 

And you would be steadfast and not fear. “For you 

would forget your trouble, As waters that have passed by, you 

would remember it. “Your life would be brighter than noonday; 

Darkness would be like the morning.” (Job 11:15-17 – NASB) 

 

Devotional Reading  

 

You hear a song played on the radio and you remember. Just the 

mention of her name and your mind begins to rehearse past events 

you thought you’d buried in the grave of forgetfulness. By chance 

encounter he walks in the room and then is that awkward moment 

where there must be some acknowledgement of each other’s 

presence even though time has not healed all wounds. 

 

Our memories are as involuntary as breathing. We cannot stop 

memory from forcing its way into our today, you cannot choose to 

forget---memory won’t let that happen.  

 

Rather than dwell on the emotional carousel that memory revolves 

around, it is better to forgive what you cannot forget. Job 

understood how memory could trap us in the circle of unending 

past realities invading the mind and the soul. So, Job forgives by 

equating forgetting the past with waters that have passed by. Water 

that has slipped through your hand will leave your hand wet, but it 

will eventually dry. Then life becomes brighter than the noon day 

sun and even dark and involuntary remembrances become like the 

morning sun. There is great relief in forgiving what you cannot 

forget. 

 

Shalom! 
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Week Six: Day 31 - Wednesday, April 1, 2020 

Show Compassion 

Scripture: 
“… and when they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the 

land of their enemies who led them away captive, and pray to You toward their 

land which You gave to their fathers, the city which You have chosen and the 

temple which I have built for Your name: then hear in heaven Your dwelling 

place their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause, and forgive 

Your people who have sinned against You, and all their transgressions which 

they have transgressed against You; and grant them compassion before those 

who took them captive, that they may have compassion on them…” 

(1 Kings 8:57-50) 

 
Devotional Reading 

God’s people, time after time were held in captivity because of their 

disobedience to God’s commandments. There was always a king, a priest 

or a prophet who maintained a healthy perspective concerning how God 

dealt with a nation who refused to heed warning and opportunities for 

repentance. These special individuals were pray-ers and their prayers 

yielded positive results for the captives. 

 

The passage above is an excerpt of King Solomon’s prayer at the 

dedication of the temple to Almighty God. Solomon prays that if ever a 

time come when God’s people sin and cause God’s anger to rise against 

them resulting in God allowing them to be seized by their enemy, that as 

the people repent, God would hear their prayer and  cause their captors to 

have compassion on them even as they remained in captivity. 

 

What would be the state of the world when jailors because of the 

repentance of prisoners would show compassion? Could world peace be 

a possibility if captives of war were shown compassion by their captors? 

How would your family dynamics improve if the elders took one day to 

demonstrate compassion to their children?    

 

Be compassionate towards those who may not be deserving of your grace 

but who may desperately need it anyway. Then watch their world and 

yours change in ways unimaginable. 

Shalom! 



 5 

Week Six: Day 32 - Thursday, April 2, 2020 

Confession, Faithfulness and Purity 

Scripture: 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

(1 John 1:9) 

 

Devotional Reading 

  

Someone has quipped, “Confession is good for the soul but bad for 

the reputation.” There might be a nugget of truth in this saying for 

indeed there is a sense of relief when you are able to confess your 

sin. 

 

John writes of something amazing that takes place when the 

Christian confesses his or her sins. But it only takes place if 

confession is made. And it is this: that God is faithful and just to 

forgive (lift the burden) of our sins and as an added benefit, God 

purifies us from the very sins that God has forgiven. 

 

God’s faithfulness is an example to be modeled by every Christian. 

Notice, the only condition placed on God’s faithfulness to forgive 

and cleanse us is that we confess. Your cleansing is based on your 

confession---not the confession of others---your confession. Be 

cleansed. 

 

Shalom! 
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Week Six: Day 33 - Friday, April 3, 2020 

Somebody’s Watching You 

Scripture: 

“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be 

hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on 

a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your 

light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven.  

(Matthew 5:14-16) 

 
Devotional Reading 

  

A little boy was in the airport gate areas with his eyes keenly gazed 

upon a man sitting nearby. Everything the man did, the little boy 

mimicked. When the man rubbed his eyes, the little boy rubbed his 

eyes. When the man yawned, the little boy yawned.  When the man 

stood up, pulled on his pants and stretched; the little boy did 

exactly as the man had done. 

 

Who is watching you? Better yet, who is imitating you? Is it your 

daughter or son? Is it the co-worker who reports to you? Is it that 

pew member who longs to do what you do down at the church?  

 

It’s factual. Somebody is always watching you They may want to 

trap you. They may want to bless you. They may just be nosey. 

They may be surveilling you. It matters not why, only that you 

know, somebody’s watching you. 

 

So be on your guard to always be doing the best you can. Let your 

light shine. God will be glorified. You are the light of the world. 

Now, go shine. 

 

Shalom! 
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 Week Six: Day 34 - Saturday, April 4, 2020 

My Weekly Prayer Journal 

 

 Today, my prayer for others is:  

 

 

 

 

 

 Today, my prayer for my family is:  

 

 

 

 

 

 Today, my prayer for my church is:  

 

 

 

 

 

 Today, my prayer for my community is:  

 

 

 

 

 

 Today, my prayer for my spiritual growth is: 


