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Dear Salem Family and Friends: 
 
Shalom in the Home is the theme for our 2018 Lenten observation and it is our 
prayer that you will join with the members of your Salem family as we take the 40 
days of Lent to learn about, experience and seek the Shalom (Peace) of God in your 
daily living. 
 
As we have practiced in the past, we are asking you and all of our membership to 
join us in a corporate fast that you will observe throughout the last 21 days Lent, 
from March 12th through April 1st. You are free to choose the type of fast that is best 
for you including fasting from certain foods, fasting from certain activities such as 
watching television, talking on the phone, engaging in online social media---or any 
other activity you are led to give up.  
 
We are asking and expecting every member to commit to and set aside a special 
financial sacrifice to bring on Easter Sunday at one of the three worship services. 
 
Other highlights of our 2018 Lenten observance include: 
 

 A special Ash Wednesday service Wednesday, February 14th  when all of 
the Lenten materials will be explained and distributed  

 Bible Study classes each Wednesday night at 7:00 and each Thursday at 
12:00 noon at both campuses 

 Weekday devotional readings that all deal with some aspect of Shalom 
and includes space for you to write your reflections and prayers   

 A special prayer vigil during Holy Week from 9:00 am – 6:00 pm at both 
campuses 

 A Community Outreach for Salem members to volunteer serving those in 
need from our community, Saturday, March 24th  from 9:00 am until 
12:00 noon at both campuses 

 Easter Sunday Services Sunday, April 1st including the 6:00 am Sunrise 
Service followed by Easter Sunday worship at 8:00 am and 11:00 am at 
both campuses. 

 
Please not that this devotional guide will be updated and posted weekly on Salem’s 
website for you to retrieve at your convenience.  

 
We pray that you will participate fully in all of the Lenten events and activities and 
that you will experience the Peace of God during Lent this year. God bless you. 
 
 
Dr. Joseph L. Williams, Senior Pastor 
 
Reverend Jasper W. Williams, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 
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Week Two - Day 5- Monday, February 19, 2018 
 
 Shalom and Your Self-Image 
 
Scripture:   
So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them. (Genesis 1:27 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
The achievement of peace in your life begins with a good self-assessment.  You were 
created in the image or the likeness of God.  What a wonderful fact to take into 
account the next time you might be inclined to think poorly of yourself.  While you 
may not be and cannot be God; you do have special DNA (Designed with the Nature 
of the Almighty) in you. 
 
After God created everything; God reflected that everything God created was good.  
That includes you.  How do you see yourself?  Before you begin your work today, 
take a moment and reflect on the reality that you are good.  Think about your last 
successful act and how it made you feel.  Think about the great potential that you 
have and how good you will feel when you meet and surpass your present 
challenges. 
 
Your peace is determined primarily by how you see yourself and how you act 
accordingly.  Seek God’s best for your life and you will know peace. 

 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, make me to know peace as I rejoice in the fact that I am 
created in Your image. Amen.  
  
 
Reflection for Action: 

1. What does it mean to you to know you were created in the image 
of God? 
 

2. How will being created in the image of God help you to extend 
peace to others? 
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Week Two - Day 6 - Tuesday, February 20, 2018 
 
Peace in Experiencing the Favor of God 
 
Scripture:   
Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that 
I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this nation 
is Your people. (Exodus 33:13 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
To know God is to experience favor. Favor is a two-way street and favor is fair.  
Moses prayed to God that is his actions would be found to be gracious (toward God’s 
people). He prayed that God would in return extend God’s grace to him.  Favor’s best 
expression is when God blesses others because of how you have made a stand for 
God. 
 
Favor is not to be sought after selfishly.  Favor is not bestowed so you can purchase 
a new house, car, bling or get a promotion.  Favor is not granted so that you may 
overcome your sickness while you neighbor dies of the same malady.  Favor is not 
shown to you so that God makes you better or higher up on the social class order.  
 
No, favor is not about materialism.  Favor concerns itself with seeking the will of 
God (show me Your way) so that one can draw closer to God (that I may know You).  
When you are deemed favorable in the sight of God for what you have done for 
others; God will extend favor to you. 
 

 Prayer: 
 God, favor me by showing me your way and I will obey. Amen. 
 
Reflection for Action: 

1. What new commitment can you make to manifest favor in your 
life? 
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Week Two - Day 7 - Wednesday, February 21, 2018 
 
Salvation in Keeping the Peace 
 
Scripture:   
Do not say, “I will recompense evil”; Wait for the LORD, and He will save you.  
(Proverbs 20:22 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
The natural tendency when you have been wronged is to take matters into your own 
hands.  If you exchange evil for evil, you are then guilty of violating the peace. 
Certainly you can handle the person who has offended or assaulted you.  But on 
second thought, it might be better to leave such matters out of your hands. 
 
To be sure, you have the right to defend yourself and to confront those who have 
wronged you.  It is your right.  But there is something that is greater than rights and 
that is responsibility. Rights are rigid and are regarded as black and white.  
Responsibility is flexible and pushes you towards the grey.  Rights will lead you to 
punish.  Responsibility will lead you to be peaceful. 
 
The next time you are wronged, take time to count the cost to determine whether it 
is worth taking matters into your own hands.  Maybe, just maybe your salvation, 
your justice is will come by waiting on the Lord and letting your response go out of 

your hands. 

 
Prayer: 
Lord, give men strength to wait on You. Amen 
 
Reflection for Action: 

1. What situation are you faced with today that you have determined 
it might be better to wait on God for your deliverance? 
 

2. Who can you share your dilemma with? 
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Week Two - Day 8 - Thursday, February 22, 2018 
 
Peace in Knowing Your Purpose 
 
Scripture:   
But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself,  so that I may 
finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify 
to the gospel of the grace of God. (Acts 20:24 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
The measure of anyone’s success in any endeavor largely lies with that person’s 
ability to know their purpose in life and to be prepared to adjust to changing 
environments.  When you are prepared, God has a way of lining you up with the 
right people and the right circumstances leading you to fulfill your purpose or reach 
your goal. 
 
You will be subjected to a world that is in a constant state of change.  But as you 
transition from one place to another, from your present level to the next, from glory 
to glory; you will discover that each place that you have been or will be, presents a 
unique set of circumstance by which you will learn and grow.   
 
Learn to live intentionally---with purpose.  Where you have said “no” before, 
investigate if there is reason to now say “yes”.  In purposeful living, to do your best 
and be your best, you might be required to go where you have not been, think what 
you have not considered, say what you have not said, do what you have not yet even 
considered. 
 
When you live with purpose, you will sense a calm and peace that will reap great 
harvests of success. 

 
Prayer: 
Dear God, I pray for my family, my friends and myself to always know 
our purpose for life and that we may glorify you in pursuing it. Amen.  
 
Reflection for Action:  

1. What is your purpose for life? 
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Week Two - Day 9 - Friday, February 23, 2018 
 
Peace in Making the Right Choices 
 
Scripture:   
And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of 
the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the LORD. (Joshua 24:15 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
Someone has written: “It is choice, not chance, that determines your destiny."  What a 
profound truth. More than luck, chance, or a begged for miracle---the stones of right 
choices pave the path that leads to the greatest success. 
 
There are those who would have you believe that you must accept life only as it is 
presented to you. Not so. Life offers good nutrition or junk food---how you are 
nourished is your choice.  Life offers opportunities for advancement or the option to 
maintain the status quo. Where you go is essentially dependent upon the choices 
you make. 
 
What will you choose to do today?  Who will you choose to be today?  What will you 
choose to see? What will you choose to say? What will you choose to read?  Today 
you will either choose to accept what is given you or you will choose to pursue what 
you want.  Make the best decision you can---it’s your choice. 
 

 Prayer: 
Jehovah God, I choose to serve You and You only this day. Amen. 
 
Reflection for Action: 

1. How will you chose to serve God today? 
 

2. How can you influence others to serve God? 
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Week Two – Day10 – Saturday, February 24, 2018 
 
My Weekly Prayer Journal 
 
 Today, my prayer for others is: 

 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for family is: 
 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for my church is: 
 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for my community is: 
 
 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for myself is: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


