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Dear Salem Family and Friends: 
 
Shalom in the Home is the theme for our 2018 Lenten observation and it is our 
prayer that you will join with the members of your Salem family as we take the 40 
days of Lent to learn about, experience and seek the Shalom (Peace) of God in your 
daily living. 
 
As we have practiced in the past, we are asking you and all of our membership to 
join us in a corporate fast that you will observe throughout the last 21 days Lent, 
from March 12th through April 1st. You are free to choose the type of fast that is best 
for you including fasting from certain foods, fasting from certain activities such as 
watching television, talking on the phone, engaging in online social media---or any 
other activity you are led to give up.  
 
We are asking and expecting every member to commit to and set aside a special 
financial sacrifice to bring on Easter Sunday at one of the three worship services. 
 
Other highlights of our 2018 Lenten observance include: 
 

 A special Ash Wednesday service Wednesday, February 14th  when all 
of the Lenten materials will be explained and distributed  

 Bible Study classes each Wednesday night at 7:00 and each Thursday 
at 12:00 noon at both campuses 

 Weekday devotional readings that all deal with some aspect of Shalom 
and includes space for you to write your reflections and prayers   

 A special prayer vigil during Holy Week from 9:00 am – 6:00 pm at 
both campuses 

 A Community Outreach for Salem members to volunteer serving those 
in need from our community, Saturday, March 24th  from 9:00 am until 
12:00 noon at both campuses 

 Easter Sunday Services Sunday, April 1st including the 6:00 am 
Sunrise Service followed by Easter Sunday worship at 8:00 am and 
11:00 am at both campuses. 

 
Please note that this devotional guide will be updated and posted weekly on Salem’s 
website for you to retrieve at your convenience.  

 
We pray that you will participate fully in all of the Lenten events and activities and 
that you will experience the Peace of God during Lent this year. God bless you. 
 
 
Dr. Joseph L. Williams, Senior Pastor 
 
Reverend Jasper W. Williams, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 
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Week Six- Day 29 - Monday, March 19, 2018 
 
 Fake Peace 
 
Scripture:   
Because, indeed, because they have seduced My people, saying, 
‘Peace!’ when there is no peace—and one builds a wall, and they 
plaster it with untempered mortar— (Ezekiel 13:10 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
In the present political arena in the United States of America, there is 
the proclivity of particular government officials who claim the real 
news about them is fake news. They deceive themselves and in doing 
so attempt to mislead the public into thinking the truth is the lie. 
Their aim is to build walls to separate people from each other. 
 
This tactic is not new.  As far back as the Old Testament days, the cry 
of the prophets to God’s people was to beware of those who proclaim 
“peace when there is no peace”. Yet today, people of all walks of life 
seduce the unsuspecting with the cries for fake peace and the 
construction of unsustainable walls.  
 
Don’t fall for fake peace. Don’t be “took, hoodwinked, bamboozled, 
led astray”, or “run amok”. Know the reality of peace as the 
experienced peace of God. 
 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, let me inhabit the peace that only you can bring in my life 
for the sake of others.  Amen.  
  
 
Reflection for Action: 

1.  As of late, when and where have you witnessed the cries of 
fake peace?  
 

2. What will you do to manifest true peace where there is no 
peace? 
 

 
 



 4 

Week Six - Day 30 - Tuesday, March 20, 2018 
 
Edifying Peace 
 
Scripture:   
Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the 
things by which one may edify another. (Romans 14:19 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
When you edify others, the end result will always be peace. Tearing 
one another down ---- with ridicule, harsh words, sarcasm, hate 
speech, gossip, lies, innuendo, prejudice, bigotry or discrimination--- 
is the epitome of sin. 
 
The antidote then is to pursue the things that make for peace. Prayer. 
You can do no harm to anyone when you are praying for them. 
Praise. Who will refuse your words of appreciation and 
congratulations? Speaking truth---it will make you free. Kindness. 
Being nice to others is to bless them.   
 
It is the responsibility of all the saints of God to build each other up 
in word and deed. This is the pursuit of peace. 
 
 Prayer: 
Lord, let me go out of my way today to edify my brother, my sister, 
my adversary. Amen. 
 
Reflection for Action: 

1. Pray the prayer above into action and reflect on how it 
makes you feel. 
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Week Six - Day 31 - Wednesday, March 21, 2018 
 
Staying on the Path to Peace 
 
Scripture:   
I will hear what God the LORD will speak, for He will speak peace 
to His people and to His saints; but let them not turn back to 
folly. (Psalm 85:8 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
God has shown you God’s favor. God has granted you 
forgiveness of your sins. God has turned away from God’s 
wrath and the fierceness of God’s anger because of your deeds. 
 
So what can you do in return as your response for God’s mercy 
and grace extended to you?  Listen and hear what God says. 
God speaks to you from the Bible. God speaks to you by the 
mouth of others. God’s speaks to you in every circumstance in 
your life. 
 
God is speaking peace into your existence.  Listen. Hear God. 
Understand God. Don’t go back to your foibles or your folly. 
Stay on the path to peace by declaring, “I will hear what God 
the Lord will speak.” Always. 
 
Prayer: 
Speak Lord for your saint is listening. Amen 
 
Reflection for Action: 

1.   What did God speak to you today? 
2.  
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Week Six - Day 32 - Thursday, March 22, 2018 
 
Your Peace Your Future 
 
Scripture:   
Mark the blameless man, and observe the upright; for the future 
of that man is peace. (Psalm 37:37 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
Peace is in your future.   
 
When you live righteously and people can take note of your lifestyle 
of holiness, you are well on your way to the day of peace.  The peace 
of the blameless and the upright is: blessing, wholeness, healing, 
prosperity, mercy, grace, favor, fervor, vim, vigor, vitality, ---Shalom. 
 
Peace is God’s promise to you today and in the future. Your walk 
with God today determines your promised peace of the future. Walk 
humbly with God and your peace is your future. 
 
 Prayer: 
Dear Lord, I desperately want to enjoy the promised peace of my 
future. Lead me, guide me along the way.  Amen.  
 
Reflection for Action:  

1. Can anyone observe you and know that peace is in your 
future? 
 

2. How can you change your ways to live righteously for peace? 
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Week Six - Day 33 - Friday, March 23, 2018 
 
The Eternal Covenant of Peace 
 
Scripture:   
For the mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but My 
kindness shall not depart from you, Nor shall My covenant of 
peace be removed,” Says the LORD, who has mercy on you.  
(Isaiah 54:10 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
Because of God’s mercy, we have an ever-present covenant of 
peace.  God has willed to us based on God’s kindness (covenant 
love) a lasting peace that cannot be altered. 
 
Though the world crumbles around us, mercy affords us 
covenant peace. Despite being forsaken by family or friends, 
mercy extends the promise of peace. Even when at war with 
the enemy, mercy provides the way of peace. 
 
We may ignore God’s covenant of peace.  We may trample and 
deride God’s covenant of peace. We may betray God’s covenant 
of peace and forget God’s mercy upon us. Nonetheless, God is 
true to God’s word and God’s peace is an eternal and 
covenantal peace that awaits our reverence and respect. 
 
Prayer: 
O God, I confess my abuse and abandonment of your covenant peace. 
Have mercy on me and restore me to the joy of your everlasting 
peace. Amen. 
 
Reflection for Action: 

1. Reflect on your Lenten journey this far and indicate how you 
want to be as Lent concludes on Easter Sunday. 
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Week Six – Day 34 – Saturday, March 24, 2018 
 
My Weekly Prayer Journal 
 
 Today, my prayer for others is: 

 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for family is: 
 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for my church is: 
 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for my community is: 
 
 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for myself is: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


