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Dear Salem Family and Friends: 
 
Shalom in the Home is the theme for our 2018 Lenten observation and it is our 
prayer that you will join with the members of your Salem family as we take the 40 
days of Lent to learn about, experience and seek the Shalom (Peace) of God in your 
daily living. 
 
As we have practiced in the past, we are asking you and all of our membership to 
join us in a corporate fast that you will observe throughout the last 21 days Lent, 
from March 12th through April 1st. You are free to choose the type of fast that is best 
for you including fasting from certain foods, fasting from certain activities such as 
watching television, talking on the phone, engaging in online social media---or any 
other activity you are led to give up.  
 
We are asking and expecting every member to commit to and set aside a special 
financial sacrifice to bring on Easter Sunday at one of the three worship services. 
 
Other highlights of our 2018 Lenten observance include: 
 

 A special Ash Wednesday service Wednesday, February 14th  when all 
of the Lenten materials will be explained and distributed  

 Bible Study classes each Wednesday night at 7:00 and each Thursday 
at 12:00 noon at both campuses 

 Weekday devotional readings that all deal with some aspect of Shalom 
and includes space for you to write your reflections and prayers   

 A special prayer vigil during Holy Week from 9:00 am – 6:00 pm at 
both campuses 

 A Community Outreach for Salem members to volunteer serving those 
in need from our community, Saturday, March 24th  from 9:00 am until 
12:00 noon at both campuses 

 Easter Sunday Services Sunday, April 1st including the 6:00 am 
Sunrise Service followed by Easter Sunday worship at 8:00 am and 
11:00 am at both campuses. 

 
Please note that this devotional guide will be updated and posted weekly on Salem’s 
website for you to retrieve at your convenience.  

 
We pray that you will participate fully in all of the Lenten events and activities and 
that you will experience the Peace of God during Lent this year. God bless you. 
 
 
Dr. Joseph L. Williams, Senior Pastor 
 
Reverend Jasper W. Williams, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 
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Week Seven- Day 35 - Monday, March 26, 2018 
 
 Peace in the Midst of it All 
 
Scripture:   
“…and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  
(Philippians 4:7 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
Some days in order to keep your sanity, you will have to let go of all 
conventional wisdom and trust only in the peace of God.  Nothing 
else will work; nothing else will be of benefit.  Consoling words from 
a spouse, parent, or close friend will not be enough.  All of the social 
media posted prayers that promise if you just like it, you’ll receive a 
blessing will be meaningless.  There is a place that you will have to 
go that is reserved for you and God alone. 
 
The good news is that when these difficult days come, God promises 
that the peace that only God offers will keep you. The key is that your 
every thought must gravitate toward God.  Why?  Because, God is 
sovereign and God alone has the solution to your dilemma. God’s 
peace will protect your thoughts and your actions to keeps you when 
you are unable to guard yourself.  God keeps you in peace which 
means that ultimately God will work out all things to your good. 
 
So what problem do you face today?  What giant is standing in your 
path? What memory clouds your prospects for a great future?  Don’t 
worry.  Center your thoughts on the great and awesome peace of God 
that has preserved you until this very moment.  Then and only then 
will you be able to bask in a divinely orchestrated peace that you can 
trust. 
 
Prayer: 
Oh God, today I proclaim the peace that surpasses all understanding 
is mine. Amen.  
 
Reflection for Action: 

1.  Cite an experience where you know the peace of God kept 
you beyond what you could understand about that situation.  
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Week Seven - Day 36 - Tuesday, March 27, 2018 
 
Peace in Serving Other 
 
Scripture:   
 But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, 
things that accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner. For 
God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have 
shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and 
do minister. (Hebrews 6:9-10 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
Recently a friend called to tell me how excited one of his business 
contacts became when the friend offered assistance to his client with 
no strings attached.  What my friend did was tell his client that they 
“were a blessing to him and that they would be blessed.”  The client 
was overjoyed and my friend was overjoyed because the client was 
overjoyed. 
 
As you make it your aim to help others, you will find that you 
automatically will feel better about your own situation.  Have you 
ever noticed that in a nursing home, it is usually the residents who 
can walk who assist those in the wheelchairs get around?  They are 
not paid to assist, but they take joy in helping other who might need 
a little push for the day! 
 
The Hebrew writer promises that better things come the way of 
those who help others.  God sees your good deeds and will not forget 
your work.  Simply put, you can help others and not love; but you 
cannot love and not help.  It is easy to spot people who really love 
God, self and others.  They are the helper who know that peace is 
coming their way because of what they do----because God blesses 
those who are helping others! 
 
Prayer: 
Lord, help me to help others. Amen. 
 
Reflection for Action: 

1. Answer the question: Who can I help today? 
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Week Seven - Day 37 - Wednesday, March 28, 2018 
 
 Peace in Freedom 
 
Scripture:   
Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.  
(John 8:36 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
There is only one way to have peace of mind and that is to make 
yourself free.  To be set free does not mean that you will not face 
obstacles or roadblocks.  To be free does not imply that you will not 
have worries or troubles.  Rather, to be free does suggest that 
between God and you, there is nothing that you cannot conquer and 
overcome. 
 
Freedom has its price.  Being set free may come at the end of some 
sleepless nights.  Being set free may come at the expense of 
bombarding heaven with incessant prayer.  Being free might mean 
forgiving some soul even though they may never accept your 
forgiveness or be deserving of it.  Being free may mean reconciling 
with someone or telling another that “I am sorry”. 
 
Jesus died to set you free.  And being free is to live in peace. There is 
a peace in being free that allows you to see beyond your present or 
difficult situation so that you can visualize a glorious future.  
 
When you are set free, “T.G.I.F” takes on a new significance.  It will 
translate into “Thank God I’m Free”!   
 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, thank you for your Word that reminds me, I have been 
made free and that is peace. Amen 
 
Reflection for Action: 

1.  When did God set you free? 
 

2. Are you still overjoyed about being free in Christ Jesus? 
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Week Seven - Day 328- Thursday, March 29, 2018 
 
God’s Word is Peace 
 
Scripture:   
These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In 
the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world.” (John 16:33 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
God spoke the world into existence. God spoke to men and women, 
judges and prophets, angels and to Jesus, God’s son. God’s Word is 
related in the Holy Scriptures and reading them makes God’s Word 
come alive. 
 
As Jesus approached the cross, Jesus gave a vivid insight into the 
importance and relevance of God’s Word.  Se succinctly stated that 
all that he had spoken (in word and deed) was in order that you 
might have peace. We can overcome anything the world confronts us 
with because Jesus appropriated our peace by his words. 
 
God’s Word is your peace. God’s Word is your blessing. God’s is your 
provision and your prosperity. God’s word is life. God’s Word is 
peace. 
 
Through Jesus, God has spoken. Let the Church say “Amen”.  
 
Prayer: 
Jehovah God, your Word is a lamp unto me feet and a light unto my 
path. Thank you God for your Word. Amen 
  
 
Reflection for Action:  

1. What’s on your heart today? 
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Week Seven - Day 39 - Friday, March 30, 2018 
 
Shalom Aleichem – Peace Be Unto You 
 
Scripture:   
Eight days later the disciples were again inside, and Thomas was with 
them. Yeshua (Jesus) comes, despite the locked doors. He stood in their 
midst and said, “Shalom aleichem!”  
(John 20:26 – TLV)  
  
Devotional Reading: 
After Jesus had been resurrected, he met one last time with his 
beloved disciples.  And as Jesus entered into the room where the 
disciples had gathered, Jesus greeted them by saying, “Shalom 
aleichem!” Peace be unto you is the translation of shalom aleichem.  
His pronouncement was more than a casual or routine greeting. 
 
Jesus’ utterance was a blessing. In fact it was the blessed assurance 
that all would be well with the disciples. It was at the same time a 
prayer that those very disciples would experience peace in their 
future. 
 
Jesus’ words are spoken to you as well. You are Jesus’ disciple and 
today, Jesus is saying to you, “Shalom aleichem!”  May the peace of 
God made possible by the sacrifice of Jesus’ suffering and death be 
yours this day and for evermore. 
 
SHALOM ALEICHEM! 
 
Prayer: 
Eternal God, thank you for the gift of your abiding peace. Amen 
 
Reflection for Action: 

1. How will you demonstrate you thanks as you hear Jesus 
speak to you, “Shalom aleichem”? 
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Week Seven – Day 40 – Saturday, March 31, 2018 
 
My Weekly Prayer Journal 
 
 Today, my prayer for others is: 

 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for family is: 
 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for my church is: 
 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for my community is: 
 
 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for myself is: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


