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Dear Salem Family and Friends: 
 
Shalom in the Home is the theme for our 2018 Lenten observation and it is our 
prayer that you will join with the members of your Salem family as we take the 40 
days of Lent to learn about, experience and seek the Shalom (Peace) of God in your 
daily living. 
 
As we have practiced in the past, we are asking you and all of our membership to 
join us in a corporate fast that you will observe throughout the last 21 days Lent, 
from March 12th through April 1st. You are free to choose the type of fast that is best 
for you including fasting from certain foods, fasting from certain activities such as 
watching television, talking on the phone, engaging in online social media---or any 
other activity you are led to give up.  
 
We are asking and expecting every member to commit to and set aside a special 
financial sacrifice to bring on Easter Sunday at one of the three worship services. 
 
Other highlights of our 2018 Lenten observance include: 
 

 A special Ash Wednesday service Wednesday, February 14th  when all 
of the Lenten materials will be explained and distributed  

 Bible Study classes each Wednesday night at 7:00 and each Thursday 
at 12:00 noon at both campuses 

 Weekday devotional readings that all deal with some aspect of Shalom 
and includes space for you to write your reflections and prayers   

 A special prayer vigil during Holy Week from 9:00 am – 6:00 pm at 
both campuses 

 A Community Outreach for Salem members to volunteer serving those 
in need from our community, Saturday, March 24th  from 9:00 am until 
12:00 noon at both campuses 

 Easter Sunday Services Sunday, April 1st including the 6:00 am 
Sunrise Service followed by Easter Sunday worship at 8:00 am and 
11:00 am at both campuses. 

 
Please note that this devotional guide will be updated and posted weekly on Salem’s 
website for you to retrieve at your convenience.  

 
We pray that you will participate fully in all of the Lenten events and activities and 
that you will experience the Peace of God during Lent this year. God bless you. 
 
 
Dr. Joseph L. Williams, Senior Pastor 
 
Reverend Jasper W. Williams, Jr., Pastor Emeritus 
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Week Five - Day 23 - Monday, March 12, 2018 
 
 The Pursuit of Peace 
 
Scripture:   
Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.  
(Psalm 34:14 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
There can be no valid pursuit of peace until evil is eradicated from 
your daily walk. Evil is always present, but it is necessary for a 
peaceful existence to move away from evil people, evil places, and 
evil practices. 
 
The flip side of moving away from evil is to seek  peace with 
intentionality. Just as evil is pervasive; the opportunities for finding 
peace are ubiquitous. Seek peace wherever you are and in every 
situation. Seek to bless the person who cuts you off in a traffic jam. 
Encourage the customer service representative who is discourteous. 
Make a stand for what is just and righteous without becoming 
caustic.   Pursue peace and be glad. 
 
Prayer: 
God, give me the presence to seek peace at all times.  Amen.  
  
 
Reflection for Action: 

1.  Today, how will I intentionally pursue peace?  
 

2. Today, what evil will I avoid? 
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Week Five - Day 24 - Tuesday, March 13, 2018 
 
Peace Possibilities 
 
Scripture:   
If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with 
all men. (Romans 12:18 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
It’s up to you to do everything within your power to live in peace.  
Living peaceably might require you to give up your rights for 
righteousness. It may cause you to pray instead of fight.  You may 
have to walk away and be silent. 
 
Living peaceably with others is not always easy, especially when the 
others are not seeking resolution or reconciliation. Nonetheless, you 
have to do your part in the peaceful living process. Progress is made 
when you do what you can, all you can, when you can.   
 
It is possible for you to live in peace with others.  But when the 
bonds of peace are broken, if it is possible, as much as it depends on 
you, live in peace and be the better for your efforts. 
 
 Prayer: 
 Lord, may the possibilities of peace be realized as I do all I can to 
make and maintain peace with everybody I can. Amen. 
 
Reflection for Action: 

1. What can you do to make peace possible in some situation 
where there is strife? 
 

2. Who is it that you have the most difficulty living peaceably 
with and how can you approach them moving toward a 
peaceable existence? 
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Week Five - Day 25 - Wednesday, March 14, 2018 
 
Peace in Loving God’s Word  
 
Scripture:   
Great peace have those who love Your law, And nothing causes 
them to stumble. (Psalm 119:165 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 

It is one thing to know the Word of God. You’ll move to an 
entirely different dimension when you grow to love the Word 
of God.  The Psalmist declares that loving God’s Word 
translates into having great peace.  What makes peace great is 
loving God’s Word so much that nothing will cause you to 
stumble. 
 
When you get so synchronized with the Word of God that you 
walk peaceably with God, no stumbling blocks can be placed in 
your way. When the Word of God is so loved by you that it is 
imbedded in your very being, you will be able to foresee what 
might disturb your peace and avoid it with abandon. 
 
Learn to love God’s Word.  Wallow in the great peace that will 
preclude you from stumbling.   
 
Prayer: 
Jehovah Shalom, be the God of my peace that I may know and love 
your word and stumble not . Amen 
 
Reflection for Action: 

1.   What are your observations about loving the Word of God? 
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Week Five - Day 26 - Thursday, March 15, 2018 
 
No Fear in Peace 
 
Scripture:   
Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid. (John 14:27 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 
Jesus’ greatest gift to the world was his death that provided a way of 
salvation. Jesus also gave many other gifts including the miracles he 
performed as well as the promises he made. 
 
In the passage above, Jesus gives the gift of peace. First he leaves 
peace meaning the peace that he leaves is a lasting peace.  Next Jesus 
gives us his (personal) peace. It’s guaranteed. It is a peace that only  
Jesus can give  (not the peace the world gives which all too often is a 
broken peace) and only can we receive it from Jesus. It’s personal 
because he himself gives it and Jesus gives to you personally. And 
finally, Jesus’ gift of peace is the assurance that we need not be afraid 
or fearful of living in this world. 
 
What the world needs most is the gift of peace that knows no fear.   

No peace; know fear. 
Know peace; no fear. 

 
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, Let me appropriate your gift of peace this day and 
forevermore.  Amen.  
 
Reflection for Action:  

1. Do you really know peace? 
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Week Five - Day 27 - Friday, March 16, 2018 
 
When the Lord Says Peace 
 
Scripture:   
Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace, 
be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm.  
(Mark 4:39 – NKJV) 
 
Devotional Reading: 

As evidenced by Hurricane Katrina, storms are often 
unpredictable and uncertain with regard to their range and 
path.  Storms upset and disrupt life.  Storms can be destructive 
as well as disruptive. Storms may be brief in time; but their 
impact lasts much longer. 
 
As devastating as storms can be; storms do not last forever.  At 
some point, the God of nature quiets all storms.  When storms 
cease, it is a good time for reflection.  In the quiet of the storm, 
consider what lessons can be learned.  In the quiet of the 
storm, look for the hand of God while trusting the heart of God. 
 
If you are experiencing a storm in your life; be comforted by 
knowing that you are not alone.  Too, be at peace in realizing 
that each storm will be stilled and once a storm is quieted, new 
life has the opportunity to spring forth. 
 
Prayer: 
Lord, please pronounce “peace be still” upon my storm. Amen. 
 
Reflection for Action: 

1. When have you experienced the Lord bringing peace to your 
storm? 
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Week Five – Day 28 – Saturday, March 17, 2018 
 
My Weekly Prayer Journal 
 
 Today, my prayer for others is: 

 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for family is: 
 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for my church is: 
 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for my community is: 
 
 
 
 
 

 Today, my prayer for myself is: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


